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19143 a sensational and successful gun-running exploit at Lame.
Prospects of rebellion as soon as the bill became law were serious,,
and it was well known that many highly placed officers in the
British army were in full sympathy with the rebels. Indeed no
district of the United Kingdom has supplied the British army
with more distinguished officers than Ulster.

Meanwhile the southern Irish were also creating a volunteer
army. It was not the work of the Irish Nationalist party in
parliament, whose leader, Redmond, disliked it and relied on the
British government to see Home Rule through. It was the work
of extremists and republicans, who despised Redmond and his
parliamentary nationalists and intended to get much more for
Ireland than Asquith's bill gave. It was in fact the foundation
of the Irish Republican army which fought for and secured
virtual independence for an Irish Free State after the first great
war was over.

In the summer of 1914, the Home Rule bill having passed the
Commons for the third time, Asquith introduced an Amending
bill, to esclude certain counties of Ulster from the bill. The
question now was, what counties? The four or the six? On this
miserably insignificant point a conference of the leaders of both
parties failed to reach agreement on July 24. The cabinet met
immediately afterwards to discuss the situation. When they
were about to separate Sir Edward Grey, the foreign secretary,
claimed their attention. Austria had sent an ultimatum to
Serbia so worded that it seemed intended to force an Austro-
Serbian war.

German policy. Bismarck continued to rule, as Chancellor,
over the German Empire he had made for nineteen years after
the Franco-German war of 1870-71, and he always declared that
Germany was a 'satisfied country'. But that was not the view of
the Kaiser, William II, who became German Emperor at the age
of thirty in 1888 and in less than two years got rid of Bismarck.
The Kaiser aimed at Weltmacht> world power> and not merely the
predominance in Europe which had contented Bismarck. He
pursued his policy of aggrandizement in two directions at once,
the building of a navy which should ultimately surpass that of
Britain, and the Drang nach Osten, or push to the east. These